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Washington, DC - The House of Representatives passed the final version of the
Transportation bill by an overwhelmingly bipartisan vote of 412 to 8.  Following Senate
approval, the President is expected to sign the bill into law next week.  The $286 billion highway
and transit bill includes essential funding for many Illinois transportation projects.

  

The bill represents a huge win for Illinois.  In sum, it will boost highway funding in the state by at
least $300 million per year.  No other state did as well as Illinois, largely due to the leadership of
Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-Plano).

  

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Highland Park)
was instrumental in securing federal funds for key 10th District transportation projects which
includes nine million dollars for the reconstruction and widening of the Route 60 Bridge over
Interstate 94 in Lake Forest and $600,000 to help fund the reconstruction of the Rt. 176/Rt. 41
interchange.  The bill also approved the largest transportation project for northern Illinois,
Metra's billion dollar new STAR Line providing commuter rail service to Arlington Heights,
Hoffman Estates and Rolling Meadows.

  

“Updating our transportation infrastructure is critical to reducing highway gridlock and improving
our environment," said Congressman Kirk. “Bipartisan unity among Illinois legislators in the
House led to a huge increase in Illinois funding for key transportation projects.”
One of those projects, the Route 60 Bridge, comes as a relief to employers located in Lake
Forest, Vernon Hills and Libertyville whose employees regularly sit in traffic on the bridge due to
outdated and poorly designed entrance and exit ramps. Local businesses, the state of Illinois
and the Federal Government are all chipping in to fund the public-private project scheduled for
reconstruction in 2007.

  

In the past, Illinois has been a donor state to the Federal Highway Program. Problems between
state and city leaders prevented Illinois from forming a united front against other states seeking
federal transportation funds.  Bipartisan unity among the Illinois delegation helped the state gain
a far greater share of federal transportation dollars under this new legislation.

  

The Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU) will not only provide critical funding
for our roads and railways, but also will create 341,000 new or sustained jobs in Illinois. The
creation of Metra’s STAR Line will produce many of these jobs. 
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"With suburb-to-suburb commuting, we need suburb-to-suburb transportation solutions," said
Congressman Kirk. "Building Metra’s new STAR Line will relieve traffic congestion in the
northwest suburbs while reducing pollution and helping us meet our obligations under the Clean
Air Act. Most importantly, the STAR Line will provide our  suburban commuters direct access to
O’Hare International Airport.”
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